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INFO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

SECRET DAMASCUS 6501 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR, PINS, SY 

SUB J : POST MORTEM ON IAPANESE HANDLING OF JAL HIIACKING 

1 . FOLLOWING REVIEW OF JAPANESE HANDLING OF DAMASCUS 
PORTION OF RECENT JAL HIJACKING MAY BE OF USE IN POSSIBLE 
FUTURE HIJACKING SITUATIONS INVOLVING DAMASCUS. 

2. JAPANESE EMBASSY DAMASCUS WAS ALERTED BY TELEPHONE 
CALL FROM FOREIGN MINISTRY IN TOKYO. FOREIGN MINISTRY 
KEPT TELPHONE LINE OPEN THROUGHOUT PERIOD A/C ON GROUND 
IN DAMASCUS (ABOUT 6 HOURS). EMBASSY ALSO ESTABLISHED 
OPEN PHONE LINK TO AIRPORT, THUS ASSURING ALMOST 
INSTANTANEOUS COMMUNICATION BETWEEN FOREIGN MINISTRY IN 
TOKYO AND JAPANESE OFFICIALS AT DAMASCUS AIRPORT. 

3. JAPANESE AMBASSADOR CALLED DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER 

AT HOME AND WORKED THROUGH HIM TO OBTAIN SYRIAN PERMISSION 
FOR JAL A/C TO LAND AD REFUEL. 

4. JAPANESE DCM (ARABIC SPEAKING) WITH CHIEF LOCAL 
WENT TO AIRPORT AND MET WITH AIRPORT MANAGER WHO 
AUTHORIZED FULL-TIME JAPANESE USE OF TELEPHONE IN VIP 
LOUNGE WHICH IS INDEPENDT OF AIRPORT SWITCHBOARD. 

A JAPANESE EMBOFF SAT ON THIS PHONE KEEPING THE LINE 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 06501 161114Z 
OPEN FOR SIX HOURS. 

5. JAPANESE DCM WAS DENIED ENTRANCE TO CONTROL TOWER 
UNTIL BY CHANCE HE WAS ABLE TO MAKE DIRECT APPEAL TO 
MAJOR GENERAL NAJI JAMIL, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF DEFENSE, 

AS LATTER WAS ARRIVING TO TAKE CHARGE OF SYRIAN SIDE 
OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH HIJACKERS. CONTROL TOWER AND 
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PHONE IN VIP LOUNGE WERE SOME DISTANCE APART, 

NECESSITATING RUNNERS TO COMPLETE COMMUNICATIONS LINK-UP. 

6. COMMENT: JAPANESE COULD HAVE IMPROVED THEIR 
AIRPORT ARRANGEMENTS BY WORKING THROUGH AIR FORCE 
INTELLIGENCE AUTHORITIES RESPONSIBLE FOR OVERALL 
AIRPORT SECURITY RATHER THAN THE CIVILIAN AIRPORT 
MANAGER. OTHERWISE, THEIR OPERATION RAN SMOOTHLY. 
DEPARTMENT MAY WISH CONSIDER SIMILAR DIRECT TELEPHONE 
LINK IN POSSIBLE FUTURE INCIDENTS. 

7. DURING LATEST LUFTHANSA HIJACKING, DEPT TELEPHONED 
AMBASSADOR AT RESIDENCE (336087). TELEPHONING EMBASSY 
(332315, 332814) WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER SINCE MSG 
ALWAYS ON DUTY AND RESIDENCES OF AMBASSADOR, DCM, 

AND DATT ARE ALL REACHABLE ON EMBASSY EXTENSIONS. 

MURPHY 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AIRCRAFT HIJACKING, REPORTS, STUDIES, NEGOTIATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 16-Oct-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977DAMASC06501 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770380-0442 
Format: TEL 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19771056/aaaabvcs.tel 

Line Count: 79 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 887c422e-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 15-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 903097 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POST MORTEM ON JAPANESE HANDLING OF JAL HIJACKING 
TAGS: EAIR, PINS, SY 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/887c422e-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



